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Start the Quest!

Accents and dialects are gradually disappearing so it is important that we capture voices 
while we can. Why not talk to your Story Quest partner about doing an audio recording  
of them talking? They could use their smartphone or computer if they are comfortable 
using it, otherwise maybe make a plan to do it when it is safe for you to help them.

Topic 

6 The things  people say

Can you find out what some of the phrases on this page mean  
and when they are used?  Maybe ask your Story Quest partner  
if you don’t know.
• Phrases can be a bit like fashion as they come and go, often picked 

up from current films or songs; can you think of any words or 
phrases that are common at the moment? 

• Did you know that some of the things we say and the way we say 
them can help identify where we are from?  Does your Story Quest 
partner have an ‘accent’ or ‘dialect’ and, if so why not ask them 
about it and find out where is it from? 

“Gordon Bennett!”

It’s raining  
cats and 

dogs!

“She really 

knows the 

ropes.”

“As useful as a chocolate teapot.”

“Bob’s your Uncle.”

“Can you 

turn on the 

wireless?”

Language is a fascinating topic, our personal  
background and upbringing and character shapes our 
language, the words we use and the way we say them.   
• Can you think of a ‘turn of phrase’ or slightly unusual words  

you’ve used in the past?
• Maybe they are words you, your family or friends say,  

or maybe its a phrase that reminds you of someone?  
• What are the words and in what context do you use them?
• What do they mean and have they changed their meaning?
• Did you pick them up from family, friends or films?
• Do you know the origin of the words?


